TERM: Spring 2027

COURSE CATEGORY: ENGL 45XX: Creative Artistry

COURSE NUMBER & TITLE: 4501 Writing for Stage and Screen
SECTION TIMES/DAYS: M 6:00-9:20 pm

INSTRUCTOR: Kelly Younger

COURSE DESCRIPTION/PRINCIPAL TOPICS:

This workshop is a masterclass in dramatic writing for students interested in telling stories for theater, film,
and television. It introduces students to the craft of writing for stage and screen with an eye toward
professional development. Through weekly workshops, discussions, assignments, in class writing exercises,
and work on individual scripts, students will explore premise, story structure, character, theme, world,
symbol, plot, scene construction, and dialogue. We will study scripts and discuss student work as well as
reading materials from successful playwrights and screenwriters. This workshop’s emphasis is on process, risk-
taking, creative generosity, artistic humility, finding one’s own voice, and eventually putting one’s work out
into the world.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Through this workshop, students will learn to appreciate the fundamentals of writing for stage and screen; to
comprehend and use the language of theater, film, and television; to hone the skill of reading and interpreting
scripts; to think dramatically about the ways we look at ourselves, each other, and the world around us; to
construct compelling, entertaining, and commercially viable scripts; to analyze the subtle but profound
differences between plays, screenplays, and teleplays with an eye toward adaptation; to prepare for a
possible future in writing for stage and screen; and to foster a life-long love of storytelling through theater,
film, and television.

CLASS LEVEL RESTRICTION: RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITES:
Junior/Senior Only English Major/Minor

COURSE ATTRIBUTES:

[ ] DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH (LD)

[ ] HISTORY OF LIT, MEDIA, AND CULTURE (LD)

[ ] READING AND WRITING GENRES (LD)

[ ] THEORY, POWER, AND RHETORIC (LD)

[ ] PRE-1800 (UD)

[X] CREATIVE ARTISTRY (UD)

[ ] RACE, INTERSECTIONALITY, AND POWER (UD)
[ ] UPPER-DIVISION ELECTIVE (UD)

[ ] 5000-LEVEL SEMINAR (UD)

CORE ATTRIBUTES:
N/A



